““ For the preceding reasons, not to enumerate
\ others that could be mentioned, there is ample justif-
“\l cation for the individual adoption of the slogan—
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Support  Your Country
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The standard of living in Australia is one that !
has been secured by great effort, and any challeng- ™

ing of that standard is repugnant to an Association “
such as ours.
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P : X It is because of the danger attendant on an un- H
H . ion and Ahe‘n o i restricted policy of immigration, during times of
\“ Imm],gfauo \\ H serious and widespread unemployment, that prompts
e t‘o,n w the' Association to stand, and be guided by, the reso- “”
\“ Restriction. il i lution of the Swan Hill Conference in 198. e
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g Mr. C. H. Wickens, the Commonwealth Statistician, ”H
H has appropriately said: “As an organism, we cau -
satisfactorily grow only by absorption, not by mere ‘
accretion; in any measure taken to stimulate growth, i
.“ much more attention needs to be devoted to the =
Il nature of this wonderful organism than is usually ’

paid by those whose main advice is to ‘get large
|| quick.””
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e The second. phase of the problem of immigration, ””
”H and perhaps the more important and graver, is that
touching the immigration of aliens. ”“

”” The alien immigrant, it is submitted, must neces-
. sarily be defined as a non-British immigrant, but
i+ then the definition excludes immigrants from within
l the Empire, namely, Maltese, whose entry to Aus-
. tralia, on social, racial or economic grounds, might
i be as challengable as that of any alien group.

However,
“ 1928, at Swan

The question of alien immigration has evoked J

the keenest interest on the part of many Australians
| of recent years, and has aroused most of the |
branches of the Association to submit, from time to !
time, varying resolutions.
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Immigration and Alien Restriction.

This power of exclusion being part of our Federal
law, the problem of alien immigration, as we know
it, or as we assume it might become, remains one
that is readily soluble by administrative action.

The position of alien immigration, so far as Aus-
. tralia is concerned, is not an unknown quantity. We
| have the accumulated experience of a century of
| unrestricted immigration in the great U.S.A.,” and
1 from this history and experience our lessons might
‘ be learned, and our policy framed.

A glance at the nature and extent of alien immi-
gration in the U.S.A. is arresting. During the time
‘ of the settlement and development of the farm lands,
from the dawn of the nineteenth century until ap-
| proximately the 90’s, the stream of immigration was
|’” almost entirely confined to Anglo-Saxons, Scandi-
w  navians and Germans, a mere trickle of immigrants
W coming from either Southern or Eastern Europe.

i With the profound changes brought about by in-
*+  dustrialism, the growth of great manufacturing in-
|H stitutions, and with it the demand for great armies
_', of unskilled labor—a deluge of Southern and Eastern
Europeans followed, reaching its peak in 1910, when
‘ 81 per cent. of the whole immigration into U.S.A.,
T (or eight out of every 10), were Italians, Austro-
““ Hungarians, Russians, Greeks and natives of other

countries of Southern Europe. In this year, over one
million souls poured into the country. The prob-
lem had, by this time, aroused the American Govern-
ment and the Immigration Commission’s Report in
.. 1911 pointed out the reversal in the sources and
*  quality of the new immigration, and recommended

action as demanded by economic, moral, and social
.. reasonms.

A literary test was provided in 1911, in an at-
tempt to meet the problem, but this was vetoed by
President Taft. The doors then remained open to
all aliens, and in 1914, 1,218,480 were admitted.
In 1917, the literary test was put in force, despite
:  the veto of President Wilson, but this proving in-
I adequate to effectively diminish the flow of aliens,
Hli the Quota System was first introduced in 1921. This
system was based on an admission to the United
States of 3 per cent. of the number of each nation-
ality actually in the States in the year 1910.

It was from the Immigration Committee’s Report
of 1911 that the notion of the quota system sprang,
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-‘,‘1 that alien jmmigration necessarily 18 to the main- :

¥ {enance of our racial, social an economiC standards; \\\

\\\ and considering the active restrictions imposed bot {

.. by the U and also by Great Britain, where, by

s the Aliens’ Order, 1920, the Home Secretary has \“\. SO

\\\ power to keep out any aliens whom he considers i |
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s hose hands the Government
of our copmtry for the time being is entrusted, w0
apply 2 rigid quota system, if needs be, oD the basis

of the American principle.
Only by this means can be maintained our poast of

a 98 per cent. British stock origin, ound together
ties of common blood, of common institutions,

b
\ and of common ideals.
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